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Rationale
Our Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education is the result of a collaborative partnership between Standing Advisory Councils for Religious Education (SACREs) of the four local authorities that comprise the Humberside region, following the similar joint E syllabuses of 1999, 2005 and 2010. See website for more information: http://www.eriding.net/all-ages/religious-education/
At Snaith Primary School our aim is to identify and develop children’s understanding and knowledge of their own and others beliefs, lifestyle and their practices in a diverse range of religions.
Through the teaching of Religious Education our aim is to equip, inspire and give opportunity to our children to explore different religious beliefs, values and traditions that are followed in our multi-cultural society. It is our aim to provide children with the knowledge and skills to answer challenging questions, to understand how and why religious beliefs shape life and behaviour and to ignite children’s curiosity to explore and find out more.
 At Snaith Primary School we provide the East Riding of Yorkshire Council Agreed Syllabus for R.E. The curriculum that we provide includes provision for all registered pupils including Reception pupils. Key Stage 1 and 2 use Flic to assess the R.E objectives. In Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), staff use the ‘Development Matters’ documentation to assess each child. These areas of assessment include ‘Understanding the World: Peoples and Communities’.  Each area is monitored and evaluated accordingly by the class teachers.
Children are given opportunities to develop their religious and cultural knowledge and skills in a wide range of contexts. This includes:
·  (
EYFS/
K
S1 K
ey themes covered
The Nativity 
Easter 
Shrove Tuesday 
Holi 
Diwali 
Chinese New Year 
Harvest Festival 
The Nativity 
Easter 
Shrove Tuesday 
Holi 
Diwali 
Chinese New Year 
 
)Whole school assemblies focusing on religious and cultural themes	
· Key Stage 1 and 2 themed assemblies focusing on significant areas throughout the year (see appendix 1)
· Theme days/weeks 
· Visits to our local priory
· Christmas performances (Nursery/Reception and Key Stage 1/Key Stage 2 
· Exploring artefacts and primary resources 
· Visitors/off site visits 
Children with SEND
We recognise that it is extremely important for children with SEND or disadvantage to have opportunities for first hand experiences to put their learning in context. With this in mind, our curriculum is inclusive, using:
· Primary sources such as visitors, artefacts and trips 
· A range of secondary sources in a variety of representations including stories, power point presentations, pictures, artefacts, visual prompts, word mats, visual and audio clips. 
· The thematic learning approach embeds learning, allowing children to access this though a range of opportunities across the curriculum enabling them to make connections in learning. 
We recognise that for some children adjustments will be made to the way that they record their thinking, knowledge and understanding. This may include:
· Small group work 
· Whole class discussions
· Computing technologies such as Ipad speech functions, touch typing, creating video diaries (recorded in book as a QR code), photographs and voice recording.
· Varying support from an adult or peer, including adult scribing, support for the task from a teacher or teaching assistant, paired or group work.
· Vocabulary mats and word banks.
· Pencil grips, specific colours of paper, overlays, visual prompts, voice recording devices etc. 

SACREs also provide The Burning Core scheme of work that provides a planning template for teachers to appropriately adapt the units of learning that accompany the agreed syllabus.
Visit: http://www.eriding.net/all-ages/religious-education/special-educational-needs/
The Burning Core consists of 5 key areas of learning:
· Connection- What links can we make with our pupils lives?
· Knowledge – what is the burning core of the faith?
· Senses- what sensory elements are in the religion?
· Symbols – what are the symbols that are most accessible 
· Values – what are the values in the religion that speak to us?












	Understanding the World-People and Communities 

	22-36mths 
	Has a sense of own immediate family and relations.
• In pretend play, imitates everyday actions and events from own family and cultural background, e.g. making and drinking tea.
•Beginning to have their own friends.
•Learns that they have similarities and differences that connect them to, and distinguish them from, others.

	30-50mths
	•Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. 
•Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience.
•Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends.
•Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life.
•Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family.

	40-60mths
	•Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines.

	Early Learning Goal 
	· Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.


EYFS Religious Education Focus

	Expressive Art and Design- Being Imaginative 

	22-36mths 
	•Beginning to use representation to communicate, e.g. drawing a line and saying ‘That’s me.’

	30-50mths
	Notices what adults do, imitating what is observed and then doing it spontaneously when the adult is not there.
•Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand experiences.

	40-60mths
	•Create simple representations of events, people and objects. 

	Early Learning Goal 
	They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories.


Children will be given opportunities to develop their understanding of people and communities, through topics such as:
· ‘All about me’, where children reflect on themselves, families and their home life
· In EYFS we have themed weeks/days such as: Harvest Festival, Diwali, The Nativity, Chinese New Year, Easter, Weddings and Christenings.
· Our local community and priory 

Areas of Learning: 
· Role play areas – home corner, the nativity scene, recreating the story of Rama and Sita 
· Focused lessons – weekend writes and circle time, where the children discuss family routines and events 
· Show and tell – the children can share special and precious items with their class 
· Re-enacting of key stories 
· Songs- Harvest Festival 
· Investigation – through objects, clothing, photographs and key questioning 
EYFS Assessment
In early years the children are assessed against the development matters frame work. We assess the children against this by using the following evidence:
· Observations /Photographs 
· Presentation books
· Learning journeys 
· Focus work and Focus sheets 
· Child led activities 


National Curriculum Y1-Y6
Religious Education is taught on a two year rolling cycle across year 1/2, year 3/4 and year 5/6.
Within each year there are expected skills that are progressive from year 1 to 6 and should be taught in order. These have been carefully planned to be taught and developed specific to individual year groups. 
Flic objectives are in bold. To make judgement as to whether to child is working towards, at expected standard or working at greater depth, staff to refer to the statements below 
Working towards = with support  	Expected= independently 	GD= can apply to a range of text types 
This may include- moving from articulating their thoughts to recording their understanding and at GD this will be clear, full and with detail. 
Examples of what and how the objectives can be taught are in red and in order to support planning and delivery. These are also progressive in developing children’s religious and cultural skills and breadth and depth of knowledge. 
It is required that:
EYFS- The learning outcomes are referenced to Christianity and as appropriate to a range of other beliefs and cultures
KS1- Christianity and one other principal religions in some depth 
KS2- Christianity and two other principal religions in some depth 






Key Stage 1 Curriculum Year A 
	Year 1/2  
Year A 
	Key question/ Programme of Study
	Year 1 
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Year 2 
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Resources/Themes

	1.1 Looking at me, looking at you 
	What makes us special?
· Explore through faith stories what religions say about the value of each individual
· Observe and/or participate in religious ceremonies connected with important times in life
	Recognise what makes a person unique 
Explore what makes the children special - features; abilities; beliefs 

Say how faith members are the same and how they are different 
To investigate early childhood ceremonies from two different faiths (Christianity/Sikhism) - identify similarities and differences 

Retell faith stories about caring for others say why religious people celebrate an important life event 

Name religious ceremonies connected with important times of life 
The Nativity- Jesus’ birth 

Talk about religious symbols and artefacts in an important religious ceremony
Symbols that are owned, worn and carried - (faith) symbols that show who we are Harvest/Christmas symbols. Symbols/logos of clubs, school, teams. 

	Compare themselves to others
Think about whom they are special to - family, friends and how they are the same/different 

Talk sensitively about people of different faiths 

Say why they think people of faith may help others 
Harvest / Sukkot – food for the needy, giving to charity

Talk about their important life events 
Discuss christenings, birthdays, Christmas, weddings and why they are important

Say what they think matters most in a religious ceremony 

Say why symbols and artefacts are important at certain times of life
Discuss what symbols and artefacts are used in a Christian  infant baptism and a Sikh Naam Karan

	 Religions 
	Christianity (Baptism)
Sikh (Naam Karan)

	
	
	
	
	Book focus 
	Non Fiction-Sikh Book

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories 
	Christmas Story (see other documentation) 


	
	
	
	
	Religious festivals/ceremonies  
	Christmas Story (see other documentation) 


	
	
	
	
	Artefacts 
	

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors 
	

	1.2 Caring for our world  
	How can we keep the world special?
· Explore creation stories from holy books
· Consider the ways in which the world is a special place and how faiths say it should be cared for
· Explore and discuss sacred stories
	Recall some creation stories from holy books of different faiths 
Bible-Christian Creation story 
The Vedas- Hindu Creation Story

Say why the world is a special place for faith members 
Think about what makes a place special

Say how religious people treat the world with respect
Explore creation by going outdoors: new beginnings, the preciousness of life, looking after creation

Retell a faith story 

Know which faith a story comes from
	Reflect on a variety of creation stories 

Say why they think the world is a special place 
Identify  places that are special to the children in the class 

Talk about ways that everyone can play their part in caring for the world
Research different charities that support the care of our world: WWF, Christian Aid, Wildlife Trust

Say what they think a faith story means for the believer 

Say why the story is important to the faith member




	Religion 
	Christianity


	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	· ‘Wow Said the Owl’ Tim Hopgood
· ‘What a Wonderful World’ Pat Alexander and Tim Hopgood
· God's Wonderful World by Charlotte Stowell 
· How the World Works by Christian Dorion and Beverley Young 


	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	Christian Creation story 
Easter Story (see other documentation)

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	Easter Story (see other documentation)

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	

	1.3 Worship and Festivals 
	What happens in a place of worship?
· Find out about different religious festivals and rituals
· Find out about different ways in which people worship 
· Explore a place of worship and how the building is used
	Name some religious festivals and celebrations 
Identify places that are special to groups of people, e.g. football/rugby stadium

Describe and explain some traditions linked to religious festivals 
Look at photos illustrating worship at home and in other places and identify and name objects used 

Name different ways in which people may worship
Introduce the idea that a place of worship is special to a group of believers

Describe and compare forms of worship common to more than one faith 
Listen to religious music – chanting, plainsong, hymns, organ contemporary worship songs, and discuss what it might mean to a believer
Name different parts and important artefacts in a place of worship 
Visit a place of worship and look at the different parts of the church and how they are used take photographs to use to support learning

Describe how the building and its artefacts are used in different ways 
Recognise some rituals, cycles and patterns in the place of worship 
	Reflect on important days in the year and how faith members celebrate them 
Identify celebrations/important days that are special in their life 
(birthdays, Chinese New Year, communion, weddings, funerals)

Ask questions about the ways in which people of faith celebrate
Find out about how religious artefacts are used in places of worship and at home and any special clothes people might wear to a place of worship 

Talk about what they find interesting or puzzling about the ways people worship 
Plan questions to ask a believer about what they do in a place of worship and/or at home and why (visitor?) 

Share views on the importance of worship in the life of a believer
Make a montage of special people associated with a place of worship, sharing information about:
Roles, clothes, activities, reasons for going there
 
Make a response to being in a place of worship and the 
artefacts they see there 
Explore and research the bible, holy water, pulpit, crucifix etc

Reflect on how faith members use the place and the artefacts
	Religion 
	

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	

	
	
	
	
	Artefacts
	

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	Places of worship: Priory, Methodist, St Mary’s Carlton










Key Stage 1 Curriculum Year B
	Year 1/2  
Year B
	Key question/Programme of Study 
	Year 1 
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Year 2 
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Resources/Themes

	2.1 Belonging 
	What does it mean to belong?
· Find out about different religious festivals and rituals
·  Find out about how a person of faith lives their life
· Explore how values provide rules for living 
· Explore the idea of committing to a faith

	Identify different groups the children belong to: family, class, uniformed youth organisations, sports teams… 

Compare similarities and differences in religious festivals 

Explain how a person shows religion in their life
Identify links between religious rules and rules in school and wider society 

Understand that many values come from holy books 

Recognise special rules that religious people follow
Create a ‘Book of Belonging’ making links between their own experience of belonging and those of a child of faith 

Talk about important promises made by a faith member 
Set up a moral dilemma to get the children thinking about rules and values

Recognise symbols that show commitment in the life of a religious person
	How do they show belonging? Uniforms, badges...
Suggest reasons why festivals and rituals are important

Compare the daily life of children from two different faiths

Recognise the need for values for living 

Make links between some religious rules and rules at school
Discuss our ‘5 a day’, team colours, Jigsaw ethos 

Say why people of faith make promises
Think about what it means to belong, promises or commitments made to a particular group or activity; draw on children's own experiences of belonging… (Brownies, Cubs etc)

Say why symbols of commitment are important to belonging
	Religion 
	Christianity 
Judaism 

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	What will I become?

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	Christmas Story (see other documentation) 

· Ten Commandments 
· The Great Commandment 
· The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	Harvest Festival
Sukkot 
Christmas

	
	
	
	
	Artefacts
	Photographs 


	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	

	2.2 Believing 
	How do people demonstrate their beliefs?
· Explore beliefs and find out what people of faith believe 
· Explore and discuss sacred stories
· Identify different ways in which people of faith express their beliefs through use of artefacts, symbols and actions
	Name some beliefs of two different faiths
Judaism, Islam, Sikhism, Christianity

Recognise beliefs that are the same for different faiths 

Name the holy books of different faiths 
Christianity: Bible
Islam: Quran, Hijab
Jewish: Torah Scrolls, Kippah
Sikh: Guru Granth Sahib, Turban Patka, Chunni

Identify precious things for people of faith 
‘Hats of Faith’ link 

Say how some religious artefacts and symbols are used 

Describe how religious people may express their beliefs in actions and gestures
The Easter Story: Crucifix, Easter eggs, new life, spring
	Talk about what some faith members believe
Interview a local faith member; what do they believe? What are they committed to? 

Respect what other people say about their beliefs 

Respond to stories from holy books

Reflect on what is special to themselves and others
Talk about how some artefacts linked to Christian beliefs, and the beliefs of one other faith, are used 
Consider what religious artefacts and symbols mean to people of faith

Show how they think a belief links to an action or gesture
Consider the hopes and beliefs expressed in, for example, the prayer of St Francis of Assisi and the hymn Make Me a Channel of Your Peace and the poem Canticle of the Sun 
	Religion 
	Judaism 
Islam 
Sikhism 
Christianity 

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	Hats of Faith 

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	Easter Story (see other documentation)

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	

	
	
	
	
	Artefacts (Holy Book, Hats)
	Christianity: Bible
Islam: Quran,
Hijab
Jewish: Torah Scrolls, Kippah
Sikh: Guru Granth Sahib, Turban Patka, Chunni

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	

	2.3 Questions, questions
	What are the big questions?
	Identify similarities and differences between creation stories (link to unit 1.2 Christian creation story)
Listen to creation stories from Christianity and Hinduism

Understand that some questions have no simple answers 
Listen to a non-religious or traditional story about how the world was created ask key questions to compare ideas and thoughts 

Develop an understanding that everyone asks big questions and religions may offer different answers to the same question


	Talk about their own experiences of new life and ask questions about new beginnings
New family members, new pets, new life

Consider questions that appear to have no answer
Who is God?
Where is God?
What is right and wrong?
Why do bad things happen? How was the world created?

Ask big questions and suggest some answers 
Share their ideas about where the world came from with a partner and devise the biggest question they can think of, thinking especially about questions that no-one can answer

	Religion 
	Hinduism 

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	Vimeo http://vimeo.com/8700283
PowerPoint presentation 

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	Creation Story 
The Good Samaritan 
Feeding the 5000
The Lost Sheep 

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	Creation Story 

	
	
	
	
	Artefacts
	

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	















Lower Key Stage 2 Year A
	Year 3/4  
Year A 
	Key question/Programme of Study
	Year 3
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Year 4
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Resources/Themes

	
	Why remember?
· Investigate the significance of religious festivals and rituals
· Explore religious teachings of forgiveness and reconciliation
· Explore how people express their beliefs through personal symbols and artefacts

	What special times in their life do they remember? What was being celebrated at these special times? What actions did they take part in (giving or receiving gifts, eating special food, singing special songs), how did they feel during the celebration? Collect, share and talk about photos from special celebrations.
	Religion 
	Judaism: 
Yom Kippur 


	3.1 Remembering
	
	Compare the experiences of different people participating in a religious festival or celebration
Explore special food, music, art, dance, drama relating to religious festivals celebrated in Christianity and one or two other faiths. Look at some of the symbols and artefacts associated with religious celebrations

Describe the ways in which people of faith have demonstrated forgiveness and reconciliation
Matthew 5:38-40 Jesus talks about not holding a grudge and turning the other cheek; Matthew 6:14-15 Jesus talks of forgiveness 
Explain how personal symbols and artefacts relate to religious beliefs
	Consider the positive aspects of participating in religious celebrations
Yom Kippur - the Day of Atonement

Recognise situations where they need to forgive or be forgiven and ways they might enable this to happen
Set up a moral dilemma to get the children thinking about the need to be forgiven and forgiveness

Consider why personal artefacts are meaningful
Pray, Repent, Give to Charity 
	Book Focus
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	Yom Kippur 
Remembrance Sunday

	
	
	
	
	Artefacts
	Photographs, Twinkl Powerpoint, Videos 

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	






	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.2 Faith founders 
	Who are the faith founders and what did they teach?
· Investigate key teachings of faith founders and make links with key religious beliefs
· Explore how values provide rules for living and may be influenced by religious belief
	Discuss who are special or influential people in school, their homes and the community 

Identify key events in the lives of faith founders 

Give examples of the teaching of a faith founder
What responsibilities might you have if you started a club or group (devising rules, codes of behaviour and the aims of the group)? 

Give examples of beliefs and values from different faiths and consider how they influence rules for living
Explore the lives, actions and key teachings of the faith founders of one or two other world faiths in a similar way 


	Explore why groups have rules and what would happen if they didn’t have them

Reflect on the impact of the faith founders on those around them 
What does it mean to be the founder of something, such as a group, a team or an organisation? 

Express thoughts and feelings about why the teaching of a faith founder influences followers

Consider the beliefs, values and rules in their lives which may be similar to religious rules 
Explore how faith members live their lives according to the teachings of their faith founders 
	Religion
	Buddhism 
Sikhism 


	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	· The Story of Buddha (Twinkl resources available)  
· The Story of Guru Nanak

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	

	
	
	
	
	Artefacts
	Videos/photographs

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.3 Encounters 
	What makes a place sacred?
· Investigate different forms of worship
· Explore the diversity and significance of local religious places to faith groups and members of the community
	Begin by exploring special places in the children’s lives (home, school, grandparents’ house, church)

Describe some different ways people communicate with their God
. 

Describe the uses of sacred places, symbols and artefacts by believers and the community 
Example: Hinduism:  undertaken at either a temple or at home, at a shrine.

Compare activities at different places of worship
Discuss that Faiths share similarities in their sacred places of worship especially in how the place is constructed e.g. central prayer/service area, private areas, symbols of faith visible
	Consider the meaning of different forms of religious worship 


Share thoughts and feelings about sacred spaces and their use 
Christians go to church, Hindus to a Mandir, Jews to a synagogue, Sikhs to a Gurdwara Muslims to, a Mosque, Buddhists to a temple or a Vihara  

Explain how activities at local places of worship create a sense of community 
Christianity: Food banks, Christian Aid, Christmas Box Appeal

	Religion
	Hinduism 

	
	· 
	
	
	Book Focus
	

	
	· 
	
	
	Religious Stories
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	Hindu Shrine  (Daily worship ‘Puja’)

	
	
	
	
	Artefacts
	Puja- A form of Hindu Worship
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zh2hyrd


	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	









Lower Key Stage 2 Year B
	Year 3/4  
Year B

	Key question/Programme of Study 
	Year 3
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Year 4
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Resources/Themes

	4.1 Belief in the community 
	What does it mean to belong to a faith?
· Explore issues of justice and freedom
· Explore religious rituals that show identity and belonging in different religious traditions
	Explore what it means to belong to a group and talk about groups pupils belong to 

Collect photos and watch video clips of people involved in routines and rituals, secular and non-secular (such as New Zealand Rugby All-Blacks' Haka Haka)

Explore religious stories that identify how believers are expected to behave 
Watch video clips of marriage ceremonies and rituals; consider what aspects of the ceremony are about belief and belonging 
Consider clothing worn, artefacts used and symbols seen and think about their importance to the faith member

Explain the significance and use of symbols and artefacts in rites of passage
	Consider how they are expected to behave and where these rules come from 


Compare the symbolism associated with rites of passage in three faiths
What ‘big promises’ and commitments are made during marriage ceremonies?

Marriage ceremonies comparison: 
Hindu Wedding 
Sikh Wedding 
Christian Wedding 
Use Weddings from different religions (Twinkl Powerpoint)

	Religion 
	

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	Weddings 
Christenings
Hinduism – wedding
Naming ceremony
Islam – wedding
Naming ceremony: Namkaran


	
	
	
	
	Artefacts
	Used in ceremonies

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	

	4.2 Saints and heroes 
	What makes a hero?
· Explore commitment as demonstrated in the lives and work of significant people of faith
· Explore teachings of significant religious people
	What heroes or saints can pupils name? 
What are the characteristics of a hero? Talk about what makes a saint or a hero. 
Who might be heroes in the local community? 

Describe the effect of life-changing events on the commitment of significant people of faith
Consider what has influenced and inspired significant religious people to commit to a cause 

Describe the teachings of significant religious people, identifying some similarities and differences
Judaism: Moses
Christianity: Saint George
 
	Share ideas as to how the lives of significant people of faith have affected the lives of others

Reflect on the teachings of significant religious people and how these teachings impact on society

Discuss who are our heroes; why? What are the key characteristics of a hero? 
Captain Tom Moore
	Religion 
	 Christianity,
Saints in other religions


	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	4 patron saints
All saints day

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	

	
	
	
	
	Artefacts
	

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
	Snaith church – stained glass windows represent Saints

	4.3 Our world 
	What do religions teach us about caring for our worlds?
· Explore beliefs about how the universe began
· Recognise that the Earth is unique and consider the concept of stewardship
	Compare different faith beliefs about how the universe began 
Talk about the Christian creation story: Adam and Eve Creation Story 
Hindu Creation Story: Rama and Vishnu 
Islam Creation Story

Give reasons why people of faith have a sense of awe and wonder about the Earth 
Explore images of patterns/colours in nature; discuss what pupils love about nature 
Go out to explore the natural world and bring images or films back to the classroom

Explore religious teachings to see how faith members should care for the Earth

Investigate how faith members show care for the environment
Research teachings of Christianity and other faiths about caring for the environment: Genesis 1:26 (man’s role in caring for creation); Leviticus 25:8-11 (resting the land); Psalm 8: 6 (man’s authority over creation) 
	Express thoughts and beliefs about how the universe began 
Explore pupils’ concept of the word ‘creation’. Share pupils’ views about how Earth was created 

Share feelings about the sense of awe and wonder in the natural world
Look at images of Earth from space and images of other planets and galaxies

Share thoughts on how and why religions treat the world with respect

Show understanding of stewardship and suggest actions everyone can take
Explore local and national environmental projects and the impact that they are having

	Religion 
	Christianity,  Sikhism, Islam

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	Psalm 8 Bible

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	Creation Story Christianity, Islamic creation story, Sikh creation story
 

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	

	
	
	
	
	Artefacts
	

	
	
	
	
	Other
	Recycling, Artwork of Gaudi,
Aboriginal artwork,
Google images of Earth from above / space





Upper Key Stage 2 Year A
	Year 5/6
Year A 
	Key question/Programme of Study 
	Year 5
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Year 6
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Flic Objectives

	5.1 Expression of faith
	How do people express their faith?
· Explore how people express their beliefs through personal symbols and artefacts
· Investigate the significance of religious festivals and rituals
· Explore how values provide rules for living and may be influenced by religious belief
· 
	Meet and talk with faith members, looking at pictures of religious expression in all its diversity, within and between religions 

Explain how artefacts and symbols express the beliefs of two different faith members
Consider religious symbolism in personal artefacts and festivals, especially linked to the season and the time of year – Harvest, Advent, Christmas 

Show understanding of the way participating in a festival may impact on the life of a faith member
Consider the use and meaning of symbols and artefacts that a believer from 3 different faiths may wear, own or carry, including those associated with a particular festival or a ritual
Investigate the impact of religious beliefs, values and rules on the life of a believer
	Find out about particular times of year when each local faith community comes together for specific festivals and celebrations

Be creative in showing how believers may express themselves through symbols and artefacts

Reflect and share how religious celebrations have an impact on the community

Explain the challenges that believers face when following religious beliefs, values and rules

	Religion 
	Hindu, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Sikhism

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus/ Scripture
	Lords Prayer; 5 Pillars of Islam, Salah, Khanda, 

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories / Concepts:
	Deities, Karma, Belonging, Community, Purpose, Legacy 

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	Harvest, Advent, Christmas, Passover, Langar, Shabbat

	
	
	
	
	‘Big Question’ 
	What challenges do religious people face when following their beliefs? How do British Values overcome these? What are the different ways people express themselves? What impact does a religious festival have on a community?

	
	
	
	
	Visitors
	Role of Vicar in local community

	5.2 Faith in action 
	What inspires people to follow a faith and what is the cost?
· Consider what motivates faith believers to get involved in different causes
· Explore teachings of significant religious people
· Explore commitment as demonstrated in the lives and work of significant people of faith
	Start by talking to someone familiar - vicar, police officer, head teacher - to find out how essential is personal commitment to their job 

Investigate the work of a religious charity 
Christian Aid
Salvation Army 
Samaritans- Christmas Box Appeal 

Explore the values that motivate people of faith to respond to a cause

Investigate how significant religious people are inspired
Explore the Old Testament story of Abraham’s commitment and God’s promises to his people in Christian, Jewish and Muslim traditions 


Explain why significant people of faith acted according to their commitments
	Say why they think religions do charitable work 

Give reasons why people may choose to make sacrifices to improve the lives of others
Investigate the commitment and influence of one or more of Jesus’ disciples or followers – Matthew the tax collector, Saul (Paul) of Tarsus 

Reflect on what influences religious people

Explain how people are inspired by actions of significant people of faith



	Religion 
	  Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus / Religious Figure
	Dalia Lama (Acts of Kindness), Star of David in ‘Joan’s Story’  (Holocaust), Abraham & Isaac   

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories / Concepts
	Commitment, vocation, sacrifice, identity, respect

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	

	
	
	
	
	‘The Big Question’
	What commitments might you chose to make in your future life? Why is respect important and how can you show it? What are the main values of your school community? What legacy do you hope to leave in the future? 

	
	
	
	
	Key Dates
	International Day of Commemoration of Holocaust

	5.3 Pilgrimage 
	Why do people of faith make a pilgrimage?
· Explore how a person of faith may make a special journey
· Explore the diversity and significance of local religious places to faith groups and members of the community
	Think about journeys they have been on… what journeys are, who makes them and why 

Compare key places of pilgrimage and identify why a faith member might go there 

Describe and show understanding of actions carried out by a pilgrim before, during and after pilgrimage 
Observe rituals performed at sites of pilgrimage and before, during and after a pilgrimage; discover how those actions link to faith beliefs
 
Show understanding of what is sacred for believers in religious places
Identify artefacts used by the pilgrim and consider their purpose and meaning 

	Link to places of significance for pupils; talk about significant places in the local community e.g. war memorial, memorial seat, park, trees

Reflect on the reasons a faith member may make a special journey
What is pilgrimage? Who goes and why? 
How does a pilgrim prepare for the journey? What do they take with them? 
What does the pilgrim do when they get there? 

Suggest ideas about the meaning of pilgrimage to a believer and the impact on their life

Explain the impact of a sacred place on believers
	Religion 

	Islam:  Hajj, Mecca
Sikhism: The Golden Temple of Amritsar
Christianity: Holy Island Northumberland 
Catholicism: Lourdes
Hinduism:
Kumbh Mela
 

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus/ Scripture
	The Story of Bernadette 

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories/ Concepts
	‘Journey of Life’ (TrueTube); Journeys, Lessons, Reflection, Epiphany, Healing, Miracles

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	Hajj, Mecca; Golden Temple of Amritsar; Bethlehem; Lourdes; Kumbh Mela

	
	
	
	
	‘The Big Question’
	What is a journey? What are the main reasons people undertake a pilgrimage? Where would be special for you to travel to and why?

	
	
	
	
	Cross Curricular Links: 
	Viking’s  - History of Monastery @ Lindisfarne (Holy Island)




Upper Key Stage 2 Year B
	Year 5/6
Year B
	Key question/Programme of Study 
	Year 5
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Year 6
Teaching and Learning Outcomes
	Flic Objectives

	6.1 Justice and freedom 
	Is it fair?
· Explore issues of justice and freedom
· Explore religious teachings of forgiveness and reconciliation
	“It’s not fair!” Select a group of pupils based on eye colour and give them special treatment – sit them at the front, praise them, make them the centre of your attention for two or three minutes, and continue until someone identifies unfair treatment; discuss with the class how it feels to be treated differently 

	Religion 
	Christianity (Exodus)
Islam (The Crying Camel)
Judaism (King Solomon)
Hindusim (Holy Cakes)

	
	· 
	Describe what freedom means to people of faith 
Investigate issues of personal, social and global injustice; provide examples to show how people of faith work to address such issues 

Show understanding of the beliefs and feelings of faith members who have experienced injustice 

Identify the impact of a religious teaching such as forgiveness on a believer’s actions 
· Jesus’ teaching about justice: 
· Sermon on the Mount; 
· Parables of the Good Samaritan and the Unforgiving Servant, 
· Jesus healing the leper
· Jesus speaking about the unfairly treated - women, children and non-Jews 
Identify the impact that reconciliation has on community harmony
	Explain what freedom means to them 

Share experiences of injustice and explain their hopes and dreams for a just world 
Provide opportunity for pupils to talk about their experiences of fairness and what is not fair; talk about personal justice 

Give examples of conflicts that have been resolved within the family, school or community 

Appreciate the power of forgiveness and reconciliation in the world
Reflect upon how forgiveness and reconciliation can change lives of both victim and perpetrator 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories
	10 Commandments; Exodus; Dog King Silver; King Solomon; Holy Cakes, The Crying Camel

	
	
	
	
	Figures
	Martin Luther King /Rosa Parks
Anne Frank
Nelson Mandela 
John Hume
Gandhi
 


	
	
	
	
	Key Concepts: 
	Rules & Beliefs; Equality & Justice, 

	
	
	
	
	The Big Question
	What is more important, Justice or Freedom? 
Do rules guarantee Justice? Do beliefs bring freedom? 

	
	
	
	
	Cross Curricular Links: 
	PSHE –‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights’ 
History – Civil Rights movement in USA/ South Africa 

	6.2 Living a faith 
	What gives a sense of identity and belonging?
· Investigate different forms of worship
· Explore religious rituals that show identity and belonging in different religious traditions
	Consider answers to the question: Who Do We Think We Are? 
Play “If I were a… (flower/animal/shoe/house), I would be a … because like a… I am …” 

Read Shakespeare’s Seven Ages of Man – identify the different ages described in the poem; consider how people might mark the transition to these different stages of life

	Religion 
	Islam 
Christianity

	
	· 
	Show how forms of worship are expressions of belief
Share film clips of the fans at a football match or a pop concert, observe the actions of the fans, and… 

Show clips of religious worship from different faiths 

…How are these actions similar and different? Discuss whether the actions of fans may be described as worship

Show how the milestones of life give a sense of identity and belonging for faith members
Investigate rituals or rites of passage associated with other transitions/stages of life, including rituals to do with the end of life
	Express thoughts about the importance of worship for faith members
What is worship? 
Why do people of faith worship? Do people of no faith worship too? 


Discuss the impact of rites of passage on faith members, their family and community
How do rites of passage demonstrate identity and belonging for a person of faith? 
What are the challenges of living a faith?
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious Stories:
	‘Life is a Journey’ (TrueTube)

	
	
	
	
	Key Concepts
	Identity, Reputation, Milestones, Rights’ of Passage, Diversity, Stereotypes

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/ceremonies 
	

	
	
	
	
	The Big Question
	Who do we think we are? What makes us unique? What makes us a community? How does this shape our British Values? 

	
	
	
	
	Cross Curricular Links:
	History of Bagdad Early Islamic Civilization – Visit a Local Mosque –History of Islam & it’s influence on culture in the community, now & then

	6.3 Hopes and visions 
	What is life about?
· Investigate the life and key teachings of faith founders and make links with key religious beliefs
· Consider some ultimate questions

	Talk about the type / quality of the questions and which might be the most interesting to investigate
	Religion 
	Judaism: Bar Mitzvah
Buddhism: Buddhist Community 
Christianity: Role of the Church
Islam:  Worship in the Mandir


	
	
	Investigate the work of a religious charity 

Explore the values that motivate people of faith to respond to a cause

Investigate how significant religious 
people are inspired 

Identify what makes some questions ultimate; reflect on big questions in my life 
Share my hopes and dreams for my future and for the world
	Say why they think religions do charitable work 

Give reasons why people may choose to make sacrifices to improve the lives of others

Reflect on what influences religious people
Investigate key teachings from two or more faiths: 
· Jesus: Golden Rules – love God, love your neighbour, parables, the Sermon on the Mount
· Moses: Ten Commandments, Shema, kashrut- food laws)
· The Buddha: Four Noble Truths & Eightfold Path
· Muhammad (pbuh): Five Pillars
· Teaching of the Gurus: One True God, equality of all people, 5Ks, service to others

	
	

	
	
	
	
	Book Focus
	

	
	
	
	
	Religious Concepts
	‘Rights of Passage’ (TrueTube)

	
	
	
	
	Religious festival/Figure
	Bar Mitzvah 
Christenings 
Becoming a monk

	
	
	
	
	The Big Question
	What makes me unique? What is the purpose of life? 
When do you become an adult? Is there something beyond this life? What are my hopes for the future? How can you measure Success? 

	
	
	
	
	Visits/Visitors
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Christmas Overview 
	Christmas: Ideas for the progression through Key Stage 1 and 2

	Reception: – Nativity story: what is special about this Bible story?
	• Consider who Jesus is. Using a nativity set Jesus (or image), question the children about the baby: is this a special baby? How? Who is he special to? 
• Talk about other people in the nativity story in the same way (shepherd, angel) 
• Share the nativity story (Lion Storyteller Bible / suitable retelling/film) 
• Connect to my life and talk about feelings when a new baby arrives in the family

	Year 1:- Advent: how do Christian families prepare for Christmas?
	What signs tell us that Christmas is coming? How do they make us feel? - sight (Advent calendars and candles, tree decorations, wreaths) - sound (bells, Christmas music) - taste (different types of food) - touch (wrapped presents) - smells (incense and spices, food) - activities (sending cards, buying presents) 
• How do Christian families prepare for Christmas in their homes and churches? 
• Traditional festive celebrations and symbolism – nativity play / Christingle • Retell the nativity story simply, through drama, puppets, storyboard

	Year 2:- Gift-bringers: why is the Christmas story ‘good news’ for Christians?
	• Focus on the Shepherds hearing the news from the angels
 – What is the ‘good news’ of Christmas for today?
 - Would the shepherds have felt the same? 
- Holidays and presents?
 - Family times? 
- Santa and shopping?
 - thanking God for his gift and being generous to others?
 • The Wise Men (Magi) and their gifts 
- gold for Jesus as king
- frankincense for Jesus as one who comes as a priest from God to mankind
 - myrrh as a foretelling of Jesus’ death 
• Discuss what would be a suitable gift for Jesus. Why? 
• Act out the story and free

	Year 3:- Mary: why is Mary such an important part of the story?
	• Look at artwork of Mary as the mother of Jesus, and Mary with the Angel Gabriel. How did she act and feel in different parts of the story up to the time of Jesus’ birth? Study the Dalit Madonna painting and associated unit of work (REinHull) 
• Act out / freeze-frame Mary’s key moments; take photos and add speech bubbles 
• Epiphany - Mary shows Jesus as a precious ‘gift’ to the world. What does this mean? Why a ‘gift’? 
• Plan a ceremony to celebrate Mary and the true meaning of Christmas (a crib service

	Year 4:- Light: why is light an important symbol of Christmas?
	• Discuss the way light is used to express feelings (‘a beaming smile’, ‘she lights up the room’, ‘he’s a guiding light’, ‘then I saw the light’) 
• Use artwork such as Holman Hunt’s The Light of the World 
- Who is this? 
- What do you see in the picture?
 - Why did the artist…?
 - What are the effects used by artists to show the significance of Jesus and the angels (halo, positioning, chosen colours)?
 - look at John Ch.8
 – what is meant by Jesus as ‘the light of the world’ 
• Old Testament prophecy (Isaiah 7:14) that the Messiah would come ‘as light’ 
• How is light used in the celebration of Christmas (Christingles, Advent candles, tree lights)? 
• Plan a celebration using light

	Year 5:- The Prince of Peace: what is peace?
	• Arrange a series of images that express peace and ask children to find a word to connect the objects (dove, no war, no arguing, no fighting, forgiveness, harmony) 
• Play an extract of Handel's Messiah and explore Isaiah’s prophecy (Isaiah 9: 6-7) – Jesus as Prince of Peace. What did the writer mean? Did Jesus bring peace? 
• Read and add to a variety of writings / artworks linked to peace - symbols, stories, prayers, poems, songs, carols, music 
• Share the story of Brother Roger and the setting up of the Taizé Community for reconciliation 
• Make a Christmas peace cross,

	Year 6:- Religious Christmas: Secular Christmas Is Christmas only for Christians? What does Christmas mean to me?
	Where does the familiar Christmas story come from? Luke’s account (2:1-40) is different from Matthew’s account (1:18-2:23). Write part of the Christmas story from differing perspectives 
• Look at other stories which have developed from the gospels (Baboushka, Papa Panov, The Fourth Wise Man). What are the shared themes? 
• Contrast the mood of secular/religious Christmas images / icons / poems / music 
• As a community of enquiry, debate: Is Christmas only for Christians? What does Christmas mean to us today? 
• Make a Christmas display showing what Christmas means to your school family






Easter Overview 
	Easter: Ideas for the progression through Key Stage 1 and 2

	Reception: Easter story: what is special about this Bible story?
	· Fill hollow plastic eggs with things linked to the Easter story: -
· Folded-up palm cross 
· Piece of bread 
· Nails 
· Bandage 
· Thorns 
· Yellow chick (sometimes have an odd-one-out to separate Spring from Easter) 
· Get children to link them to parts of the story as they hear it told 
· Use three crosses to make an Easter Garden – talk about Jesus, Son of God, and the Easter cross 
· Link to new life they can see in the school garden

	Year 1 – Eastertime: what are the big surprises?
	· Artefacts and symbols associated with Easter. 
· What are the signs that tell us Easter is coming? 
· What do our senses tell us? - signs of new life, and the surprises that brings! - signs of Spring (buds, lambs, birds nesting, eggs hatching) Decorate hard boiled eggs to celebrate 
· How do Christians prepare for Easter? 
· What customs are associated with various parts of the Easter story? - Pancake Day or Shrove Tuesday (pancakes) 
- Ash Wednesday (ash crosses) 
- Lent (giving things up)
 - Mothering Sunday (cards and gifts for mum)
- Palm Sunday (palm crosses) 
- Good Friday (hot cross buns) 
· Easter Story surprises, using Storyteller Bible or similar 
- a surprise for Jesus 
– How did people react to his entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday? – When Jesus came back to life, it was a ‘big surprise’ to his friends; how would they have felt? 
- What other surprises might there be at Eastertime and Springtime?

	Year 2 Palm Sunday: why were people so excited to welcome Jesus?
	· Order the basic events of the Easter story; how do different books (picture books, text books, art books, etc.) depict it? How can we retell the Easter story to others (drama, puppets, pictures)? 
· Tell the Palm Sunday story as the beginning of the end of Jesus’ earthly life; act out Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem (Matthew 21: 1-11).
· Why were people so happy when Jesus arrived? How did they celebrate? 
· Tell the donkey’s story – based on book Dave the Donkey by Andrew McDonough 
· Design or hold a palm celebration including songs (e.g. We Have a King Who Rides a Donkey) and palms. Create artwork to show what happened on Palm Sunday

	Year 3 – Remembering Easter: how are the events of Easter remembered by Christians?
	· Look at the Easter story through art (including sculptures) and drama; include the Last Supper and the events in the Garden of Gethsemane.
· Focus on the Last Supper and the significance of bread and wine. Who was there with Jesus? What did Jesus say to his disciples (Mark 14: 12-26)? What are the symbols and actions Christians use to remember the Last Supper (Holy Communion / Eucharist)? 
· What happened in the Garden of Gethsemane? What did the disciples do there (e.g. Judas - betrayal, Peter - denial)? Explore their actions and feelings through roleplay, conscience-alley or hot-seating.

	Year 4 – The Cross: what is its significance throughout the Easter Story?
	· Recall the key events associated with Holy Week from Palm Sunday to Easter Day. Why is the Friday called ‘Good’ Friday? Share these through music, songs and drama (e.g. When I think about the cross; Risen; Celebrate; Jesus Christ is rIsen today, Servant King). 
· How do Christians remember and relive the events of Holy Week? How does Christian music communicate feelings at Eastertime? Contrast the sadness of Good Friday with the joy of ‘new beginnings’ on Easter morning. 
· What is the symbolic meaning of the Easter ritual of the washing of feet on Maundy Thursday (John 13:1-17)? Why did Jesus do this? Who to? Contrast this with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 
· Focus on different kinds of crosses and the Crucifixion (e.g. art, El Salvador crosses). How is the Crucifixion of Jesus depicted in works of art? El Salvador Crosses are signs of hope and freedom. Children create their own cross to show their hopes for the future. A-cross the World (Barnabas Publishing) depicts 40 different crosses.

	Year 5 – The Resurrection: what does Jesus’ death and Resurrection mean to Christians?
	· How do Christians prepare for Easter? - Shrove Tuesday – cooking pancakes - Ash Wednesday services - Lent – fasting, making sacrifices, spending more time with God, act of service. What is repentance? 
· How does the Jewish festival of Pesach fit with the story of Easter? - Jews prepare homes for Passover (link with story of Moses) - Jesus, as a Jew, travelled to Jerusalem to celebrate Pesach 
· Focus on the Resurrection; what happens in church to celebrate Easter Day? • Explore the idea of the ‘ultimate sacrifice’ that Jesus made; what is Salvation?

	Year 6 – Power and Hope: what is the message of Easter to the World?
	· Retell Easter story from different perspectives; hot-seat, freeze-frame, debate the dilemmas of: - the three Marys - the disciples - Pontius Pilate - Barabbas 
·  Explore and discuss the hopes and fears of different people in the Easter story; create feelings graphs showing highs and lows: - Last Supper - Crucifixion - Resurrection - Road to Emmaus 
· Express the power and hope in the Easter story for Christians today through dance/drama; talk to a Christian visitor to inform the piece
·  What do Christians mean by the ‘Forgiveness of Sins’? What is ‘Redemption’? • After the Easter holidays, consider focussing on what happened next (at Ascension and Pentecost)?
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